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Disclaimer
The information from this report is confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Merdeka
Center is not responsible for any errors or omissions, or for the results

obtained from the use of this report.
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Profile and Methodology

ETHNIC

Malay,
51%

NMB, 7%

SETTLEMENT

Rural,
36%

HOUSEHOLD

1-5 people
6-10 people
11-20 people

No respond

Chinese,
27%

Indian,

E———y

8%

\* MB, 7%

Urban,
64%

SIZE

AL A SIS, T8%
s 21%
0%

1%

GENDER

50«

Female

HOUSEHOLD INCOME (RM)

2,000 s 24%
2,000-3,999 s 32%
4,000-6,999 A 24%

>7,000 Z27 20%

EDUCATION
No edu/ Primary
Secondary
Diploma
Degree & above

AGE GROUP

18-20 %% 8%
21-30 ZEz% 15%
31-40 it 32%
41-50 Zziids 17%
51-60 Zzz7% 13%
Above 60 %4 15%

OCCUPATION SECTOR

Government/GLC ## 10%
Private /Asisiiisvsdiss 36%
Self-Employed /s 16%
*Others A/ AAA A/ 38%

* Homemaker , Student, Retired, Unemployed

STR

Non-
recipient,
61%

Recipient,
39%

1,209 respondents aged 18 and above were
interviewed via telephone (mobile lines)

The survey respondents are from all states
across Peninsular Malaysia includes Sabah and
Sarawak

Respondents were selected through random
stratified sampling method along the lines of
ethnicity, gender, age and states.

All of the constituencies (14 states and across
222 parliament constituencies) were surveyed
and the selection of the respondents is
proportional with respect to the population in
each parliament constituency.

Respondents were interviewed in their own
language of preferences

Survey margin of error estimated at £2.82%

Survey was carried out between 12t March —
9th April 2026



PERCEPTION TOWARDS DIRECTION
OF THE COUNTRY, ISSUES AND
ECONOMY
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Direction of the Country

Right versus Wrong direction

100%
90%
80%
70%
60% 61%
60%
) 50% 50% 50%
50% 48%
40%
42% 42% 42%
30%
29%
20%
—O=— Right Direction
10% —O=—\\rong Direction
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Q: Do you feel things in this country are going in the right direction, or do you feel things have gotten on the wrong direction?
DEKACEN
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Direction of the Country

Don't
Know/Refused,
9%

Strongly to the
right direction, 2%

Strongly to
the wrong
direction,
10% Somewhat
to the right
direction,
40%

Somewhat to the
wrong direction,
40%

Ethnicity
100 - B Right M Wrong
80 o
60 - 50
39 53 33 [ 37
40 - 43 .
O J
Malay Chinese Indian Non-MB
Occupation
M Right B Wron
100 ~ d S
80
60 1 50 48
40 - 36 B 36 53
41 45
20
o -
Govt/GLC Private Business/ *Others
Self-emp

* Homemaker, Retired, Students, Unemployed

Gender/ Education

100 . I Right Bl Wrong
80 4
60 1 48
44 39
40 - 35 BB
49 50 45
20 - I
O J
Male Female Non-college College

Household Income (RM)

H Right B Wrong

100 A
80 -+
60 A 46 53

34 40
40 - 57 52 47

I I
20 4
O J

<2,000 2,000 - 3,999 4,000-6,999 27,000

National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Age groups
100 - H Right B Wrong
80 -+
60 -
4 EE b3 53
40 - 49 54
20 - I I
0 -
18-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 +6
Party Affiliation
B Right B Wrong
100 +
80 -+
60 -
40 -
0 J
Independent
voters

Q: Do you feel things in this country are going in the right direction, or do you feel things have gotten on the wrong direction?
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Direction of the Country

Right Wrong

Direction

(n=504' 42%) (n=599' 50%) Unfavourable economic condition in general — 23.6%

Improving economy — 12.0% ) . ) High cost of living — 21.5%
Favourable economic condition in general — 10.4% 25% - Economic concerns 53% - Economic concerns Oil prices — 4.4%
Federal budget deficit/federal debt —1.1%

Direction

Economic development — 2.7%

Good national/state administration — 17.0% .. . . . . Poor administration — 9.9%
: . 18% - % -
Good national/state policy and concept — 0.5% 8% - Administration 10% - Weak Administration Inefficiency of national/state administration — 0.3%

e I,
Welfare to the people — 9.2% Political instability — 7.7%

. W .
Quiality of national/state leadership — 1.5% 11% - Leadership 8% - Politics

Peaceful condition in the country /state — 6.5% . .
) ) o Racial inequality — 3.0%
7% - Social & public safety 7% - Racial issue Lack of unity among Malaysians — 1.4%

Quality of national/state leadership (negative) — 2.0%

4% - Politics 5% - Leadership Not fulfilling promises — 1.9%
No welfare to the people — 1.0%

Political stability in general —4.2%

15% - Unsure/ Refuse 5% - Unsure/ Refuse

Q: Do you feel things in this country are going in the right direction, or do you feel things have gotten on the wrong direction?
What is the reason for you to say so? 4 e
/ DEKACENTER
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Biggest Problems Facing the Country

Top of Mind Concern: Its still the Economy but marked reduction in mentions

90%
84%
80% — Top5 of Economic Concerns (From High to
Low)
e High cost of livi
0% igh cost of living

e Minimum income

e  High oil prices

60% *  Unemployment

*  Unfavorable economic
condition in general

50%
—o— Economic concerns
40% . . .
—o— Crime and social problems (public safety)
— Top 3 of Political issues (From High to Low)
30% Racial issues e Political instability
o ) ) *  People welfare
=O==Political issues (e.g governance and leaderships/ corruption) «  Corruption in general
20%
10% 6%
o A% % s B R S — Top 2 of Racial Problems (From High to Low)
*  Racial inequalit
0% q y

*  Lack of unity among Malaysians
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Q: Being as specific as you can, what is the number one problem facing the people of this country today?
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues

Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026
Muslim Non-Muslim
Bumiputera | Bumiputera

Biggest Problems Facing the Country

i Economy Concerns 73% 76% 64% 76% 81% 77% :
! Racial 4% 4% 4% 11% 2% 3%
E Socials & Public safety 2% 3% 2% 2% - 1% i
i Politics 1% 2% 0.3% 2% 2% 2%
!_ Leadership 1% 1% 2% 3% s - :
______________ Fducation 1% 1% 1% 2% - 2%
Corruption 1% 1% 1% - 1% 3%
Development & infrastructure 1% 0.3% 1% - 3% 3%
Administration 1% 1% 0.3% - - -
Religion issues 0.3% 1% - - - -
Environmental 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% - - -
None 8% 2% 22% 4% 6% 5%
Others 3% 5% 2% 1% - 1%
Unsure/Don't know 3% 3% 1% - 6% 4%

Q: Being as specific as you can, what is the number one problem facing the people of this country today?
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Govt Managing the Economy

Satisfaction towards govt managing the economy

90% NOTCE
80%
71%
68%
70%
60%
sa%  55% %
51%
50% 7%
46%
40%
30%
27%
25%
20%
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Q: How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way the government is managing the economy at present?
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Satisfaction towards Federal Government

In overall performance

100%
—o— Satisfied
90% —O— Dissatisfied
80%
70%
61%
60%
54% 53%
51% 51% 51% 51% 50%
50%
48%
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30%
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Q: How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the overall performance of the federal government nowadays?
DEKACEN
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Satisfaction towards Federal Government

In overall performance

Ethnicity
100 - B Satisfied B Dissatisfied
80

Don't
Very Know/Refused very

dissatisfied, 2% satisfied, 3% 40
O J

Malay Chinese Indian Non-MB
Somewhat
satisfied, )
= 47% Occupation
Somewhat
dissatisfied, B Satisfied B Dissatisfied
39% 100 -
80 -+
60 - 49 50 50
3y 37
40 - 49 48
20 -+
O J
Govt/GLC Private Business/ *Others
Self-emp

* Homemaker, Retired, Students, Unemployed

Gender/ Education

100 . I Satisfied Bl Dissatisfied
80
60 - 48 49 50 16
ALl
20
0 -
Male Female Non college College

Household Income (RM)

M Satisfied B Dissatisfied

100 ~
80 -
60 - 50 47 47 a4
40 - 51 50 =0
i
o J

<2,000 2,000 - 3,999 4,000-6,999 27,000

Q: How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the overall performance of the federal government nowadays?
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Age groups
100 . I Satisfied M Dissatisfied
80 -
e 55
0| i 35
45 47
20
0 -
18-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 +6

Party Affiliation

H Satisfied B Dissatisfied
100 -
80 -
60 -
40 -

20 - . .
0 J

Independent
voters
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GOVERNMENT RATINGS &
LEADERSHIP
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Leaders’ Approval Ratings

Overall
100%
W Satisfied W Dissatisfied
90%
80%
70%
61%
60% 55% 55%
52% 50%
50% 44% 44%
40% 36% 32%
31% ° 28% 29%
30% 25%
20%
10%
0%
Anwar Ibrahim, Khairy Jamaluddin, Muhyiddin Yassin, Rafizi Ramli, former Dr Ahmad Samsuri, Hadi Awang, Ahmad Zahid
10th Prime Minister ex-Chief of UMNO former 8th Prime Minister of Chief of PN & CM of President of PAS Hamidi, Deputy
of Malaysia Youth Minister of Economy Terengganu Prime Minister | &
Malaysia President of UMNO

Q: How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the performance of ... ?
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Leaders’ Approval Ratings

Among Malay respondents

100%
W Satisfied W Dissatisfied
90%
80%
70%
62% 60%
60%
0,
50% 49% 48% > 48%
(o} 43% 45% 41% 43%
40% 36%
30% 26% 26%
20%
10%
0%
Khairy Jamaluddin, Muhyiddin Yassin, Dr Ahmad Samsuri, Anwar lbrahim, Hadi Awang, Rafizi Ramli, former Ahmad Zahid
ex-Chief of UMNO former 8th Prime Chief of PN & CM of 10th Prime Minister President of PAS Minister of Hamidi, Deputy
Youth Minister of Terengganu of Malaysia Economy Prime Minister | &
Malaysia President of UMNO

Q: How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the performance of ... ?
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Leaders’ Approval Ratings

Among Non-Malay respondents

100%
W Satisfied W Dissatisfied
90%
[V)
80% 81%
80%
71%
70%
59%
60%
>0% 44% 43%
40% ° 39%
40%
31% 29%
30%
20% 13%
. [ ] —
Anwar Ibrahim, Khairy Jamaluddin, Rafizi Ramli, former  Ahmad Zahid Muhyiddin Yassin, Dr Ahmad Samsuri, Hadi Awang,
10th Prime Minister ex-Chief of UMNO Minister of Hamidi, Deputy  former 8th Prime Chief of PN & CM of President of PAS

of Malaysia Youth Economy Prime Minister | & Minister of Terengganu
President of UMNO Malaysia

Q: How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the performance of ... ?
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Prime Minister Approval Rating

—O=—Satisfied —O=— Dissatisfied O- Unsure/ Refuse
100% .
Anwar lbrahim
90%
80%
0,
700 8%
0, 0,
60% 57% oo 7% 56%
53% 53% 53% o 53% 529
50%  50% ’ 51%  51% O 20 *
50%
400/0 43% 43% . 44%
41% 40%
30%
20% .
1%%
10% o Q
9% neutral
O O Q)
O O O © O O O 7% neutral O O O
e O O O o O O 0 o)
0,
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Q: How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the performance of ... ? Anwar Ibrahim as 10th Prime Minister of Malaysia
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National Public Opinion Survey
Perception towards Economy, Leadership & Current Issues
Period: 12t March — 9t April 2026

Support for Proposed Reforms

B Agree
B Disagree

Overall Malay Non-Malay

Limiting the tenure of the
Prime Minister to a maximum
of 10 years / a maximum of
two terms

73% 71% 75%

24%

Separate the positions of

Attorney General and Public 84%
Prosecutor to reduce the I 6%

possibility of abuse of power

84% 86%

Proposal to implement the
election of the Mayor of Kuala
Lumpur

58% 56% 65%

Q: To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following?
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